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   [COMMUNICATION]
 
    10.2.15,

Cherry and Lucic proudly presents: Measuring The Circle, an installation of video and sculptural 
work by London based artist Ellie Ga. An opening reception will be held on October 8, 2015, with 
private viewings available throughout the month.

Please find below a list of statements and quotations on the Lighthouse of Alexandria which sat 
on Pharos Island just off the coast of the ancient city.

I.
The presentation of architecture is an exercise embattled with its own inherent 
precarity. I remember when Ruskin called publicly for the rot of an architecture--an 
absolute allowance towards the ruination of materials from the past. 

II. 
The Pharos had suffered much in the course of time and when Ibn al-Shaikh visited it in 
1165 it was no longer used as a lighthouse; it must have been in tolerably good 
shape, however, for not only was he able to go to the top of it and take many 
measurements, but he observed in the center of the highest platform a small mosque, with 
four doors, surmounted by a dome. He also observed a Greek inscription and described its 
general appearance but could not decipher it. It is typical of Muslim thought in the twel#h 
century that the Pharos was still good enough to permit the erection of a mosque at its very 
top but was no longer used for its original and excellent purpose.

Hellenistic Science and Culture in the Last Three Centuries B.C., George Sarton

III. 
The preciousness of materiality might be combatted by rot, erosion and ruination-- 
but time has the potential to act like an ouroboros, eventually re-imbuing lost 
preciousness upon the re-discovery of the rotted, eroded and ruined. 

IV. 
In the past, rather than rebuild a whole temple, pharaohs simply covered the name of the 
former ruler and replaced it with their own. Egyptologists call this process a 
palimpsest. But a palimpsest can also unintentionally preserve what it set out to destroy, 
as in the famous case of the Archimedes Palimpsest. Apparently in the 12th century a 
Christian monk had run out of parchment, and the last surviving copy of Archimedes’ 
writing was used to make a prayer book. Each of the sheets was unbound and cut into 
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pieces before the parchment was washed clean and written over. But the erasure was 
incomplete. X-rays have now revealed the lost mathematical texts of Archimedes... The 
other texts uncovered in the Archimedes palimpsest are: On Floating Bodies and 
Measuring the Circle.

Measuring the Circle, Ellie Ga

V.
To call for precarity instead of preciousness is to encourage and embrace the acts of 
time that encourage transformation and destruction. Living in the extended period during 
which this destruction is taking place, rather than awaiting the result or mourning the lost 
state, is to act alongside time in its erosion of the precious form.

VI.
Blessed be this place, / More blessed still this tower; / A bloody, arrogant power / Rose out of the race / 
Uttering, mastering it, / Rose like these walls from these / Storm-beaten cottages -- / In mockery Ihave 
set / A powerful emblem up, / And sing it rhyme upon rhyme / In mockery of a time / Half dead at the 
top. / Alexandria's was a beacon tower, and Babylon's / An image of the / moving heavens, a log-book 
of the / sun's journey and the moon's; / And Shelley had his towers, / thought's crowned powers / he 
called them once...

The Blood and the Moon, William Butler Yeats 

************************************************

Ellie Ga (b. 1976 NYC, NY) is an artist living and working between London and New York. 
Herrecent solo exhibitions include The Fortunetellers: Recent Acquisitions (FRAC- Franche-
Comté, France: 2015), Four Thousand Blocks (Bureau, New York: 2014), and It Was Restored 
Again (Albright-Knox Gallery, Buffalo: 2014). Her work has been included in group exhibitions at 
the Guggenheim Museum (New York: 2015), Murray Guy (New York: 2014) and The New 
Museum (New York: 2013). Her recent performances include Eureka, a lighthouse play 
(Guggenheim Museum, New York: 2015), The Fortune Tellers (Block Universe, London: 2015) 
and Reading the Deck of 

Tara (FRAC-Franche-Comté, France: 2015). Ellie Ga is represented by Bureau in NYC: 

bureau-inc.com

elliega.info
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