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COMMUNICATION [on occasion of MK Guth's installation, "The End of the Party", Guth's project 
employs the balloon as a dirigible, steering the experience of the audience. Part-party and part-art, Guth 
takes Hegel's Bacchanalian revel as a way of looking art spaces and art events asking what is real and 
what is myth]: 
 
09.30.16,  
 
The true is the Bacchanalian revel in which no member is sober…. 
 
Indeed this fear of falling into error takes. . . a great deal for granted, supporting its scruples 
and their consequences on what is itself in need of prior scrutiny to see if it is true. 
Specifically, it takes for granted certain ideas of cognition as an instrument and a medium, also 
a distinction between ourselves and this cognition. Above all it presupposes that the absolute 
stands on one side and cognition stands on the other side, separated from the absolute and yet 
something real. Or what comes to the same thing, that this cognition, which is outside of the 
absolute and outside of the truth is nevertheless true --an assumption whereby what calls itself 
the fear of error reveals itself rather to be the fear of truth. 
 

Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, 
History of Philosophy Lectures, Haldane & Simson translation, Vol. II 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MK Guth lives and works in Portland, OR. Her recent solo exhibitions and projects include 
This Fable is intended for You: A Work-Energy Principle: Final Sculpture at Elizabeth Leach 
Gallery, Portland, OR; Advice Station at Aqua Art Miami 2014, Miami, FL; and Fireworks 
Astronaut Deep Pool Venus at the Contemporary Arts Center, Cincinnati, OH. She has 
exhibited nationally at The Whitney Museum of American Art, the Swiss Institute, Artists 
Space and White Columns, and Cristin Tierney Gallery in NYC; Melbourne International Art 
Festival in Australia; the Frye Museum and the Henry Art Gallery in Seattle. She is a founding 
member of RED SHOE DELIVERY SERVICE along with Cris Moss and Molly Dilworth and a 
recipient of the Betty Bowen Special Recognition Award, administered by the Seattle Art 
Museum, a Bonnie Bronson Fellowship and she is a recent recipient of the Hallie Ford 
Fellowship. Guth is an Associate professor Pacific Northwest College of Art. Guth received her 
MFA from the New York University 2002. 


