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Cherry and Lucic is pleased to present, NOT YET SEEN, an exhibition of new works by Arnold 
Kemp. On view in this derelict garage are works that provide a lens for viewing the body. Here color 
sits on color and masks upon masks. The objects are muted, resting. They are cast by lineage and 
history. This is a frame which can be compared to light passing through a lens. In this space, objects 
(bodies) pass as they are captured. They refract into new beings--into new forms not yet revealed. 
 
While influenced by Craftsman-style forms, his furniture also employs simplified assembly methods 
and economical materials. He used this side chair design, perfected over the course of his career, in 
commercial and residential projects. Like many of his designs, the plans for this low, reclining chair 
are so simple that any amateur carpenter could fabricate them, using only a single sheet of 3/4-inch 
plywood. 
 
As forms are cast beyond the frame, the artist speaks of painting using the language of the sculptor, 
moving in contemplation while chasing freedom. For the artist, it is always the question: of whose 
identity are we speaking? 
 
 
 
Arnold Joseph Kemp lives and works in Chicago, IL. Kemp is an alumnus of Stanford University and 
has shown at the Drawing Center in NYC, The Studio Museum in Harlem, The Berkeley Art 
Museum, The National Art Gallery of the Bahamas, Mu.Zee (Belgium), The Portland Institute for 
Contemporary Art, The Wattis Institute,  HilgerBROTKunsthalle (Austria), Adams and Ollman, 
ROXBOXCONTEMPORARYFINEART, Disjecta, and the Luggage Store/509 Cultural Center. His last 
solo exhibition HEADLESS was at Soloway in Brooklyn, NY in 2015. He has recently performed at 
the San Francisco Art Institute, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art and the Banff Center 
(Canada). Kemp is a Guggenheim Fellow in Visual Arts (2012) and is the Dean of Graduate Studies at 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  
 
Arnold J. Kemp is represented by PDX Contemporary, Portland, Oregon.  
www. a-j-kemp.com 


